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PROPAGANDA AND THE MASS MOVEMENT

The Propaganda Bureau of the North Korean Labor Pe~ty received a very kind ap-
peal some time ago from Comrade Ho Kail-i, /member_of the Politburo and of the
Standing Committee of the North Korean Labor Party,, asking the bureau to do whatev-
er 1t could to preserve the numerous election headquarters and convert them into
deaocratic propagenda centers. Various local party organizations immediately took
steps to put Comrade Ho's suggestion into practice. The Sojong Township Party in
Pongsan Kun, Hwanghae-do reorganized its election headquerters into & democratic
propaganda headquerters. This headquarters at once began political educationa) work
on a broad scale, including: illustrated lectures on agriculture, special lectures
on domestic animals, reeding and reports meetings, discussions on national and in-
ternational problems, round-table conferences on the purpose of the production-quota
system, etc.

This is what is happening sll over North Korea. Thus, the Korean mass movement
has been established on a sound foundation. To expand the activities of the mass
movement we must carry out the following program;

1. The most important task before us is placing the mess movement system on &
permanent basis. Members of all party circles must work through the democratic
propsganda centers; every party circle must maintain constant liesison with its re-
spective democratic propaganda center. With respect to the number of democratic
propseganda centers, there should be one center in every factory, one center for ev-
ery 20 homes in farm and fishing villages, and two or more centers on every street.
In every center, there should be five to seven volunteer workers to perform the
following dutles:

a. One person respongible for the cemter

b. One person responsible for a reading group, a round-table conference,
and o discussion group

C. One person responsible for slogsns, cartoons, posters, quick reports,
etc.

d. One person responsible for literature, art, athletic activities, and
other activities of mutusl interest
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€. One person responsible for the library and other educationsl facili-

Members of each clirclec should meet at least once a week to discuss prob-

luus arising within each circle. Regional circle con~erence wust be held once
each month.
LR )

2. The second important task concerns the breblem of raising the quality of ﬁ%

leadership of the propagandists. In this con.ection each kun party headquarters i.

should conduct a short training course for all propagandisis in the Xun once a Hiry

month. Each township party headquarters should hold conferences to exchange views

and discuss various problems twice a month. In the meantime, all propagandists

should be provided with sets of qQuestionnaires on Marxism and Leninism as a means
of furthering their knowledge of democratic ideals.

3. Establishing additional propagenda centers and procuring the necessery
equipnent for the centers constitute our third pressing problem. Since democratic
propaganda centers must become the schorls for all patriotic democratic people, the
buildings and equipment must be of a quelity to command high prestige. Furthermore,
every propaganda center must display portraits of Marshall Stalin and Premier Kim
I1-song must post appropriate slogans and cartoons of current events; and must display

—4 Prouu.tion figures, plans for agricultural improvements, as well as da

ta on literacy
and data regerding well-known local products. Also, every propaganda center should
have recreational facilities.

L. The last problem concerns the systematic organization of the mass movement.
The most vitel aspect of the mass movement is to have every adult responsible for
y the weak points as well ag good points of the

work. Leaders of various propagenda centers must refrain from authoritative asser-

tions on matters that concern the masges. On the contraery they should be prepared to
listen to comments about the center's activities.

The following program is suggested:

a. Democratic propaganda centers must be places where both factory workers
and farmers can meet for rest and friendly chats.

b. Every center must hold an informal discussion once
various other occupations, and current political problems,
and criticisms.

a week on farming,
including both praise

¢. Zvery center should hold a free-discussion meeting three times a week
to exchange views on current newspapers. It must be kept in mind that at every

ueetlng we must stress the undesirableness of reactionaries and American imper-
ialists.

d. Each center must have plenty of bulletin board space to be able to post
production figures, news clippings of party interests, official notices, and com-
ments and criticisms pertaining to party activities,

e. . Each center must sponsor, from time to time, social gatherings as a
neans of promoting close relationship among the party members.

f. Every center must exert its utmost efforts to cultivate reading hab-
Lts among the party members, ond to obtain all necessary party publicaiions and

other authorized reading materials, because constant reading 18 one of the best
meens °f being propagandized.
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